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TMD GPJSA3? REPUBLIC.

Its iPerll Gaused the Uprising of
tlie Peopie.

TJ3U HESTOHED TJSJIOInT.

A Nation Worth Fighting and
Dying For.

lOraUon hy Mtfor W. JL Lambert

To oflmmomorate tilie groat doli vorancc which
the Lord wrought for His chosen people, Ho
ordained a ceroinonial to he observed by all
their generations forever.

Lost the memorial should deteriorate into a
meaningless form, lie commanded tlio father
to shew the son, saying, ' This is done because
of that which the Lord did unto me when I
came forth out of Egypt."

Wenre to-da- y assembled to commemorate our
Nation's dead, and though neither antiquity
nor divine command hallows our ceremonial,
suroiywhen our sous ask, "what mean ye hy
this service?" we may say this is done Ik cause
the strong hand of tha Lord wrought for oar
people a mighty deliverance.

The consequences of the war of the rebellion
so far exceeded the purposes and the hopes
which we eherished at its outbreak that in
these later years wo are disposed to consider
its results as the object for which the war was
undertaken.

THE OCCASION OF THE WAS.

The remote causes of the war were doubtless
beyond the control of the generation which
witnessed the strife. Whatever these remote
causes may have been, wlicther the diverse
climatic influences prevalent in the North and
tho South, or the opposing characteristics of
the early settlers of the two sections, or tho
antagonistic views relative to the rights of the
States, or more directly the conflicting systems
of free and slave labor, the occasion of the war
was the election of Abraham Lincoln to the
Presidency, and the immediate cause was the
determination of our people, irrespective of
party, to maintain the union of the States.

The election of a President by a party whose
main principle was opposition to the encroach-
ments of slavery, and whose success indicated
the lessening of the over-masteri- ng influence
which had hitherto been exerted by the slave-holdin- g

States, was rendered possible by the
increasing antagonism to slavery itself. But
whilst that party was united in that all its
members were opposed to slavery, and were
agreed in resistance to the extension of that
institution into new territory, they differed
widely in their opinions concerning other
methods of preventing its growth. There --were
those in the Bepuhlican party who favored
warring upon slavery, regardless of constitu-
tional restriction, hut the vast majority of its
members, whilst believing slavery to be a great
evil, whose suppression was eminently desir-
able, recognized the provisions which forbade
any interference with it within the limits of
States already existent, and hoped for nothing
more than the prevention of its spread into
States yet to be formed.

the uoirrn axxious to cocrxiArn.
Believing freedom to he national and Elavcry

sectional, the Eopublican party had yet neither
desire ner intention to violate, in the slightest
degree, the rights of the slaveholding States.

Innocent of all purpose to infringe the rights,
whether inherent or constitutional, of any of
the States, the people of the North were loth
to believe that a political victory, --won in strict
accord with the Constitution and laws of the
land, was to form a pretext to justify with-
drawal from the Union, and were slow to re-
alize that the Nation was on the xerge either of
dissolution or of civil war.

As douht resolved into fear, and fear strength-
ened into certainty, as the terrible reality was
apprehended, the anxiety of the North to pre-
vent the threatened calamity was manifested
by proposals bordering upon humiliation. So
earnest was our purpose to avoid strife that we
wore willing to yield anything, save the fun-
damental principles which had triumphed in
the recent election. Propositions of the most
abend character, declarations to maintain the
("oustitation inviolate, guarantees that there
ohould be no interference with slavery within
the States, were alike rejected by the South as
insufiicieut, and it was evident that naught
save our abject submission would satisfy the
imperious demands of the leaders who had de-
termined upon the disruption of the Union.

3Iid blackness of darkness, the Nation was
drifting to war or to death.

DOUBT DISPELLED 3JY THE SHOT ON SUMTER.
When the shock could no longer be averted,

and the impending storm burst upon the land,
the call to arms was not an elaborate argument
npoa tho unconstitutionality of secession, not
a philosophical disquisition concerning State
--ights, not even an indignaat denunciation of
davery, hut an appeal to stand by the nag.

Many of us believed that Northern extrem-
ists were alike blamable with those of the
South for the fearful peril which threatened
the land; many of us hoped against hope for a
peaceful solution of our difficulties : we differed
greatly respecting the policy to be pursued to-

wards tho disloyal States; but the shot on
Sumter declared speculation as to the measure
of responsibility to be useless, proved the fu-
tility of our hopes of peace, banished political
differences, and made ready a people to answer
the Government's call.

We staid not for questions, we waited not to
consider the consequences of war; the author-
ity of the Nation had been defied, its flag had
been insulted, and to uphold the honor of that
flag, to enforce the authority of the Nation,
was an purpose, and for that we
entered the war.

The long years of the war were crowded
with stirring events. Our faces were oft illu-
mined by tho glow of victory, our hearts often
heat fast injthe assurance of ultimate triumph;
hope never failed us, even in the darkest
hours; often, indeed, we trod the valley of hu-
miliation, hut always to emerge upon heights
fpromise; hut not the proudest and most joy.

s memories of the war can overshadow the
enthusiasm, tho gladness, and the pride of the
trly days that witnessed the great uprising.
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THE PRESERVATION OF THE UNION.
Our people sprang to arms, not for conquest,

not to subvert the Constitution, not to propa-
gate tho principles of party, not to accomplish
moral reform, not to abolish slavery, that curse
of the land that disgrace of the century but
to preserve tho Republic.

Doubtless there were many in our ranks who
knew that to assert national authority was to
cripple slavery ; many who entered tho service
as upon a crusade for freedom, whose final issue
mustbo thoabolition of slavery; many who de-

sired the war to cease only when that result had
been attained; but the purpose which auimated
our armies and which had called them into
being was the maintenance of tho Union and
the Constitution, and the enforcement of the
laws.

Had the political organization whose princi-
ples were enunciated in these words succeeded
in the recent election, it could not have ad-

hered more closely to these principles than did
the new Administration.

To save the Union was the single purpose of
the people, the controlling policy of tho Gov-

ernment.
SLAVERY IDENTIFIED AVrrn TREASON.

But, in the Providence of God, another issue
than the simple maintenance of the Union was
projected into the war, and slavery, because
identified with treason, its principle and its
stay, was doomed to stand or fall as our arms
were defeated or victorious.

What statesmen had prophesied, what our-
selves had surmised, wo learned in the hard
school of war, the perpetuity of tho Union
could he secured, only through freedom to tho
slave.

Honest doubts and misgivings prompted
somo of our number to turn back, but the great
host in arms to preserve tho Nation felt that
the cause was not less worthy because freedom
was involved in the victory.

The.war ended with every purpose for which
it was waged accomplished; no organized oppo-
sition to the Government existed on the face of
the continent; the flag waved in triumph over
every State of the Union, and four millions of
slaves were freed men.

All that the army had undertaken it had
done; its work was finished, and the exultant
legions were summoned to the capital only
that in grand review they might signalize the
victory ere they passed into history. None
feared that the troops who in war had main-
tained the national authority would, in the
pride of their power, usurp that authority in
peace. Our citizen soldiers, without thought
of other purpose, and simply as a matter of
course, returned to the homes whence they
came.

THE CAUSE WORTHY OF THE COST.
History again repeated itself, and as peace-

fully as the army of the Kevolutiouad dis-

banded when its work was done, so melted
away the mightier army which had crushed
the rebellion.

Important events have often sprung from ap-
parently insignificant causes, great historic
chauges have often had seemingly inadequate
origin, but the means through which these mo-
mentous results were achieved were commen-
surate. Our freedom was bought with an ad-

equate price. Howstupendous were the means
employed, the graves which are decorated to-

day throughout the laud, by their very num-
bers attest, but how tremendous was tho cost,
these graves can only suggest.

So inestimable a victory demanded an infi-
nite sacrifice.

The triumph was not alono for our country
or for our generation, but for all lands and for
all time. The straggle was not merely to de-

termine the existence of this "Nation con-
ceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposi-
tion --that all men were created equal," but
whether "any nation so conceived and dedi-
cated " could "long endure." In this Nation
the experiment of self-governm- had been
tried under exceptionally favorable conditions;
had it failed, "government by the people"
might well have perished from the earth.

The task which the close of the war imnosed
upon the Government was of extraordinary
difficulty, and was made all the harder because
the great President had been stricken to death,
and the administration devolved upon one
whose misfortune it was to excite the distrust
of the majority of the people who had sustained
the war and to become involved in angry con-
troversy with a branch of the Gov-
ernment.

THE ERA OF RECONSTRUCTION.
Complete as were the achievements of our

arms, the opinions of the defeated people were
not changed no war ever has accomplished
such result Nor was ifc to be expected that
men, who had upheld their cause so bravely
aud at such immense cost as did they, would
acknowledge themselves in error because they
had been defeated. Assuredly we should not
have doubted the righteousness of our cause,
even though it had ended in disaster.

Eemembering that during the trying years
of the reconstruction years when of all others
harmony of purpose was essential to the wel-
fare of the Nation thcPresident and Congress
differed radically in their plans for restoring
the lately rebellious States to their normal po-
sition in the Union, and that thi3 difference
exerted a baleful influence throughout tho
South aud encouraged the leaders of the rebel-
lion to hope that through diversity of opinion
in the North they might to sonnS degree
change, if jiot indeed reverse, some of tho is-

sues of the war; remembering that tho men
charged with authority in the South, repre-
sentatives of the Government so lately an en-

emy, were not always competent to the dis-
charge of their delicate trustr--it is not aston-
ishing that outrage and wrong characterized
the transitional period which followed tho war.

Hemembcring also that the war had resulted
not only in tho defeat of tho Southern armies,
but in the utter destruction of the institu-
tion for whose protection tho war had been
undertaken, and that it had revolutionized tho
social system, it is not surprising that the pro-
cess of accommodation to tho changed circum-
stances was slow. Evils, the growth of centu-
ries, are not easily uprooted, inborn prejudices
are not easily overcome ; it is, therefore, not
wonderful that tho Southern people have been
slow to adapt themselves to the radical changes
which followed their defeat. Nor is it straugo
that the master frets and chafes under an
order of society in which his former slave is
politically his peer.

Tho wounds inflicted hy a contest of such
magnitude and bitterness were naturally slow
to heal.

THE RESTORED UNION.
But Time, supplementing tho war, has also

wrought great change, and though lawlessness
and wrong may not yet have entirely ceased ;
though tho weak may not yet be wholly freed
from oppression, the Southern Slates, secure in
tho possession of their coustilutioual rights,
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sharing the prosperity of the country they
strove to destroy, are at peace, and the greater
part of their citizens honestly acquiescent in
the result of the war.

Though during the war, despite many
discouragements, wo never lost faith in our
ability to defeat tho Confederate armies and
to enforce obedience to law, we yet feared
that to maintain the national authority in the
South would requiro the constant presence of
the national armies. And as if to confirm our
fears tho rebel leaders persistently declared
that we might overrun and deolate their ter-
ritory wo could never restore the seceding
States to their former relation; whilst citi-
zens of foreign lands, either sympathizing with
the Confederacy or calmly indifferent to the
issue of the great contest, assumed tho dissolu-
tion the Federal Union to have been already
consummated, asserting that a voluntary com-

pact once broken could nob be restored by
force of arms.

We have lived to behold the groundlessness
of our .fears,. the practical retraction of rebel
declaration, aud the gratuitousness of foreign
assumption. For whatever of excuse thero
may havo been for fear, however honest and
sincere the declaration, however theoretically
correct the assumption, tho facts disprove them
all. To-da- y twenty-seve- n thousand men con-

stitute the army of the United States; of these,
five hundred garrison the forts and arsenals of
the South, to repossess which the Government
had called into service two millions of men.

The Federal Union was indeed maintained
by force of arms, but it exists to-da- not up-

held by the bayonets of an army, but by the
will of a united people.

The stability of our governmental system
had not only been tried in battle, but in peace
was to be subjected to tests scarcely less severe
than those of war. Battle ordeal and peaceful
test alike proved the staying powers of the Re-

public.

LOYALTY OF THE UNITED PEOPLE.

The ship of State had not weathered the ter-
rible storm only to founder in smoother waters
'ncath lesser gales.

Tho Nation which had so successfully en-

dured the great Avar was to withstand tho reac-
tion which followed cessation of hostilities,
when party ties, which had weakened and
sundered under stress of tho common peril,
renewed their strength ; when the people who
had united agaiust a common foo separated
upon questions of policy whereon opinons might
differ without disloyalty to tho Government;
and when party fealty resumed its sway aud
political strife regained the importance of
which it had been so long deprived by war.

At the height of political contention aud by
reason of it the Nation was brought to face an
emergency of such character that in any land
and at any time it would havo excited tho
gravest apprehensions, hut which was indeed
appalling in our land, so lecently come forth
from a terrible civil war, with a Legislature
whose membership included many who in that
war had been arrayed against the Nation.
Well might thoughtful men tremble for the
safety of a Government so tried aud tested.
But to tho honor of our people the momentous
question was submitted to arbitrators chosen
from among our own countrymen, and their
decision was obeyed, though at least a moiety of
our citizens believed it unjust. And the Presi-
dent whose election was questioned was held
to have a perfect title, because it was awarded
him by a lawfully appointed tribunal, and he
was obeyed as loyally North and South as
though he had entered his high office upborne
by an undoubted popular majority.

And when for the second time in our history
and in our own generation an assassin struck
down the Chief Magistrate, a condition of af-
fairs existed, fraught Avith possibilities more
dangerous than occurrences which had over-
turned more than one European government.

The anxieties and sorrows of those mouths
when a Nation was waiting aud watching by
the bedside of the illustrious suffeicr are yet
vivid in our memories. Among the watchers
by the bedside, among the mourners at the
grave of the President, were the people of tho
States so lately in rebellion.

And we should thank God that the loyalty
and common sense of the wholo people stayed
and upheld the Government during those
months when there was raised a gravely im-
portant question of administration for whoso
solution no precedent existed, and when by
combination of unparalleled occurrences hut
one life intervened between order and technical
anarchy.

THE MAJESTY OF LAW.
The ground on which we now stand, over

which the flag of the United States floats, not
merely in recognition of this day and in respect
to these dead, but in token of ownership by the
Government, is held to-da- y by title different
from that of one year ago. By the decree of
our highest civil tribunal, a title which wo had
believed to be absolute, because created by Avar
and confirmed by victory and vested in a sov-
ereignty incapable of being sued in its own
courts, except by its own consent, has been
invalidated, and conceding tho authority of the
decree, tho Government has perfected its own-
ership by purchase.

It would ill become .your speaker, nay, it
Avould be height of presumption, to gainsay a
decision rendered by so august a tribunal as tho
Supremo Court of tho United States. Nor
would he, even Avere this tho fitting place and
occasion, question tho righteousness of tho
judgment that this property had been Avrong-full- y

exposed for sale; but, Avaving considera-
tion of the manner in which it came into pos-
session of tho Government, it is difficult for tho
non-leg- al mind to comprehend the nicety of
the reasoning by which a suit AYhich could not
lie against tho sovereign Nation could lie
against tho Nation's officers, Avho, in obedience
to its commands, held property for its sole aud
direct use as the resting place of tho dead Avho
fell in the conflict which determined the ex-
istence and tho sovereignty of the Nation.

I refer to this change in the title simply be-
cause it furnishes another evidence of the reign
of law in tho land so lately torn by gigantic
civil strife That for e'cn a moment tho title to
Arlington could revert to ono Avho himself
sought to destroy the Government and is son
of him to whom more than to any other tho
Confederacy owed its prolongation, was an idea
so repugnant to our sense of fitness and justice
as to be impossible of toleration ; but that tho
title did so pass, and that thero Avas no outbreak
of indignant protest throughout tho country,
is additional proof of our respect for law and
for tho rights even of those Avhom wo once
thought had forfeited all right to life and prop-
erty.

Perhaps, hoAA'Gvcr, it was not alone respect
for law that alloAved the title to this cemetery
to revert to its original owner without active
opposition, but as Avell the consciousness of our
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people that the passagIoftitle was simply
upon paper; that there Avas no danger that the
plough Avould ,fturn itstfiirrow " hore, and that
no Avrit Avould run against the occupants of
these graves, and that no administration could
waive, because of any cost, the Nation's right
of eminent domain.

Wo rejoice wc are here to-da- y by no man's
sufferance; that the Government holds this
property by a titlo Avhich nonccan question,
and that no dispute cau again disturb these

'dead.
May their rest remain unbroken until the

hour cometh avIicu " the dead shall hear the
of the Son of God." May He grant that

when that A'oico sounds, they that sleep in these
graves shall hear and live.

A NATION WORTH FIGHTING TOR.
Surely the Union is real, the States aro in-

deed United which can suppress a rebellion the
most formidable in history; Avhich, upon the
close of that rebellion and again Avithin half a
generation thereafter, can endure Avithout
shock, other than that of intcusestgrief, a trans-
fer of administration enforced by assassination ;

Avhich can peacefully determine a disputed suc-

cession to the Chief Magistracy; which can
abide the decision of civil tribunals in contro-A'ersi- es

resulting fiomthonvar, even when those
decisions aro adverse to the sentiment for which
men died aud that triumphed in that war;
which can admit to the national legislature
and to active participation in affairs of State,
men who but a few yevryrsgo Avere in armed
array against the Government; and Avhich,
maintained in Avar bytlfo courage and devo-
tion of its citizens, in peace rests upon their pa-

triotic obedience to laAV.

"Such is the 'Natron' on behalf of which
these citizens,'resolved that it should not be
wrested from them, hav;e nobly fought aud
died." They need no higher eulogy.
WHY WE DECORATE THE GRAVES OF THE

NATION'S DEAD.
The Avar being over, tha new order of things

being accepted, peace prevailing throughout
the land, Avhy cherish thofmemories of tlie ter-
rible strife? Why continuo an observance
which recalls tho sceues of those eventful years?

The passions and the bitterness of the Avar
time arc, indeed, post, and we arc not gathered
to awaken tho bitter memories or to rekindle
tho vengeful passions, or over these graves to
swear cterual hate to our former enemies, but
only to strew floAvers emblems of peace and
loAc OAer the resting place of our dead.

We do not recount their deeds that avo may
exult over their defeated adversaries, but only
that Ave may justly appreciate the devotion to
which these graA'es bear Avitncss.

Israel Avas bidden to commemorate the great
doliverance, not that the Egyptian should be
hated, but that the Lord should be remembered.

Themselves tho heirs of all the ages, our
brothers Avere inspired by the glories of the
past to noble emulation, aud their deeds shall
enhance the heritage of.thc ages to come.

Justice to the dead and duty to posterity
alike demand that Ave shall trausmit the glori- -
ou5 story untarnished and uudimmed.

In the hour of its greatest peril these men
gave their Hatcs for the life of the Nation : the
sacrifice shall not be forgotten because the dan-
ger which demanded it Avas by it averted.

Into the Avido chasm which opened through-
out our land, threatening to destroy tho State,
unless into tho yawning depths was cast the
choicest treasure of the Nation, there leaped,
four hundred thousand men themselves the
most precious possession of the Republic. The
bloody chasm closed, God grant that it shall
never reopen, but avo shall richly deserve to
stand again upon its fearful brink if we forget
them, our bwest and our best.

Rejoicing that our dead ,haAc not died in
vain; believing it our duty, we esteem, it 'our
privilcgo to commemorate' their sacrifice, and
wo to-da- y by these simple ceremonies declare
both the righteousness of tho cause and the
gratitude of the Nation.

Reunion of the Twenty-flrst'Connectic-

Comrade F. E. Gallup Avrites us as follows:
The Veteran Association of tho Twenty-firs- t
regiment Connecticut volunteers held its sev-
enteenth annual Reunion at Willimantic, Conn.,
on Wednesday, May 10, the anniversary of tho
terrible battle of Drury's Bluff. The day was
perfect and tho morning trains brought large
delegations of the veterans of the Twenty-firs- t.

At 10:30 the lino formed at tho depot, and,
headed by tho "drummer boy," John Bolles,
and fifer, L. Warner, marched to old familiar
music to Excelsior Hall, Avhero a business
meeting was held, Avhich Avas opened Avith
prayer by Re-- . A. M. Crane. John A. Brown,
secretary and treasurer, submitted his report,
which Avas accepted. The election of officers
for the ensuing year resulted as follows: Presi-
dent, J. B. Baldwin ; Vice-Presiden- ts, John L.
Hill, D. 0. Lombard, A. G. Ohnstcad, 11. A.
Gray, B. E. Smith and L. N. Arnold ; Secretary
and Treasurer, John A. Brown ; Quartermaster,
Wm. B. Avery; Chaplain, Rev. Thomas G.
Brown; Historian, Rca'. Captain A. M. Crano:
Regimental Poet, II. L. Soper. A committeo
consisting of one from each company Avns ap-
pointed. Three deaths Avere reported during
tho past year. Dinner was served promptly at
12, and was in eA-er-

y respect first class. At
1:30 p. m. tho hall was Avell filled and tho ex-
ercises opened Avith prayer by tlie Roa H. B.
Brown, a son of the chaplain of tho
regiment. Then came a song by a male quar-
tette. Following this Avas an address of Avel-co-

by H. L. Hall, to which an eloquent re-
sponse was made by Captain D. D. Brown, an-
other son of our venerable chaplain. President
naiawin introduced Rc'. A. M. Crane, of West
Boylston, Mass., a former captain in the regi-
ment, Avho delivered an interesting address on
'Our March from Pleasant Vnlloy and the Bat-

tle of Fredericksburg." Comrado II. L. Sopor
recited an original poem on tho battle of Dru-
ry's Bluff. Tho President then introduced
Mrs. C. P. Buel, widow of Lieutenant Buol,
who delivered a spirited address. Chaplain
Brown was called out, aud expressed his in-
tense gratification at meeting tho boys once
more. Ho is eighty-thre- e years old. Brief
speeches Avero also made by several comrades,
and at 4:30 tho exercises closed and tho boys
scattered somo to meet again and somo to au-BAv- er

tho roll-ca- ll from on high ore anotheryear rolls around. Thero Avero some 123 vete-
rans present, and tho Reunion, taken as a
Avhole, Avas tho best ever held by the regiment.

A Ncir Prisoners of IVur Society.
Comrado Henry Smith writes us that on

May 23d Comrade P. S. Preston mustered Camp
ho. 7, Union Prisoners of War Society, of tho
State of Michigan, at Lansing, with somo fif-
teen or sixteen members.

Veterans' Reunion nUHaculale, Ta.
Preparations are being made for a grand Re-

union of tho veterans of fiVQ counties: Wayne,
Susquehanna, Luzerne, LackaAvanna aud Wy-
oming, at Hincsdale, the countv seat of Wayne.
July 4th.

Reunion of tho Sotenty-iiint- n Illinois.
The Seventy-nint- h Illinois volunteers willS a Reunion at Areola, III., on tho 27th and

2Sth of August.
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m LEE'S RETfjEAT.

Leisurely Pursuit by thesArmy of the

Potomac.

MIBFOH'S DIYISIOF.

Why It Did Not Participate in
the Battle of Gettysburg.

M&RYL&KD heights.
The Confederates Recrpss the
- Potomac at Falling ."Waters.

By Josex'U W. KirUei'J

The Army of tho Potomac, folloAving up tho
success achieved at Gettysburg, passed through
Ficdcrick, Maryland, on the 8th of July,where,
on the following day, it was joined by tho Sixth
Maryland, Ono Hundred aud Thirty-eight- h

Pennsylvania and One Hundred and Tenth
and One Hundred and Twenty-secon- d Ohio,
organised into a 1 ade at Maryland. Heights
previous to the evacuation, in Avhich it partici- -
pated, whence it moved via Tenallytown to
i'redenck. This brigade became the Second
brigade. Third division, Third Army Corps,
nuH preserved its organization until the close
of tho Avar. After the retreat of Lee's army
across tho Potomac the Third Army Corps
marched to Williamsport, and on the loth to
Sharpsburg, and thence to Anlictam.

On the. IGth the march Avas continued to
near Sandy Hook, and on the 17th, Avhilo other
commands were crossing at different points,
the Third Corps crossed the Potomac at Har-
per's Ferry. Moving thence across the Shen-
andoah the pursuit Avas continued along the
east side of tho Blue Ridge, the Sixth passing
through Uppcrville and Piedmont to Manassas
Gap, where, on the 23d of July, it came under
fire, Avhilo lying in reserve, in an action on
Wapping Heights, losing ono man, severely
Avouiuled.

Lee had evidently contemplated a passage of
his army through Manassas Gap, but, foiled by
the timely arrival of tho Third Corps, he re-

tired and pushed on doAtn the Shenandoah
Valley, to avoid the disagreeable proximitv of
Meade's army. After countermarching to Pied-
mont the corps continued themovement towards
the Rappahauuock, arriving at Warrenton on
the2Cth of July. The movement Avas rapid, the
heat intense, rations scarce, and as a conse-
quence the troop-- ; were tired and hungry. The
Third Corjs remained at Warrenton until Au-
gust 1st, when it marched to a place near the
Rappahannock known as "Fanny Lee's farm,"
aud thore established a temporary summer
camp.

ErAcu.vrrox of arAiiYiAin hkights.
'luo Maryland brigade reached Frederick

City on the afternoon of July 1st. Just out-
side the city the command in a
clover field, except the Seventh, which, haA-in- g

had the adArauce on tho march,AAas detailed for
picket duty.

27ext day, July 2d, the great battle of tho
Avar raged at Gettysburg, Avithin ear-sh- ot of
the troops at Frederick, and General French
fully appreciated the responsibility of his posi-
tion. On tho morning of that day he issued a
ringing order, concluding Avith flic startling
announcement that "any officer, no matter
hoAV high his rank, or soldier, who fails to do
his duty at this moment will bo made to
suffer dculh under immediate trial leforc a drum-
head court.'1"

General French followed this up in a way
Avhich showed that ho meant business. He
A'isited tho outposts and camps, found faulc Avith
everything, reprimanded everybody, aud put
under arrest men and officers of all grades.
Upon the Avhole it had a capital effect. At first,
everybody felt inclined to got very mad Avith
the conimandinggencral, but, on reflection, pru-
dently turned their Avrath upon subordinates.
And such a cross, angry, exasperated set of men
it Avould be hard to find as French's command
at Frederick during the battle of Gettysburg.
NcA'er Avas a command in higher tone or nioro
thoroughly braced for a fight.

At uightfall tho Se'euth Maryland was re-
lieved on picket by the Eighth Maryland, and
the next morning the entire force ais paraded
through toAvn in column of platoons equal-
ized, field-mus- ic playing, on tho march to Mo-
nocacy Junction. Tho brigade nc'cr appeared
to better advantage. They had had precious
little of the " pride, pomp and circumstance of
glorious war," and ail enjoyed this opportunity
for " showing off;" nono moro so than those
Avhoso home was in Frederick, or Avho had
friends there. At tho corner of Market and
Patrick streets tho column passed General
French in review, and at ail points was loudly
cheered. The compliments usually paid, as a
matter of course, by reviewing officers on tho
appearance of troops, Avero, on this occasion,
highly appreciated as coming from a general
who had been supposed to bo incapable of act-
ing any other part among his men than that of
anuutinct.

When General Meade ordered tho evacua-
tion of Maryland Heights, ho directed General
French to march his column rapidly northward
aud unite Avith tho main army. But, upon his
arrival at Frederick, Geueral French received
the following instructions :

IfCAUQTTAKTEllS AUMY OF Tlin POTOJtAC,
Cajip neau TAEvrovof, July 1, 1SC3.

Slajor-Gcner- al Fiinjicn.
Commanding, fcc.

GExniiAr,: The major-gener- al commanding In-
closes for your information the order as to his dis-
position for nn attack from tho eneniv, Avhich Avill
be understood by consulting the map of Frederick
county.

lie directs that you Avill hold Frederick, campingyour troops in its immediate vicinitv ; also, the Mo
nocacy uruiges, uoui ran mm turnpike. ou Avill
alto guard tlie Baltimore and Ohio Itailroad from
Frederick to a junction with General Scheuek, to
Avhom you will communicate your instructions.

In f ho event of our being compelled to w Ithdraw
and retire before the enemy, you Avill be in readi-
ness to'throw your command, by rail or march, as
limy be most practicable and speedy, into tho de-
fenses of Washington.

lie desire- - that, for tho present, you will hold the
lino of communication to Frederick, keep it open,
nnd send up from Frederick all stragglers, keeping
the town clear and in (jood order,

lam, General, very respectfully,
Your obedient ten-an- t, S. Wn.r.TA3is,

Assistant Adjutant-Genera- l.

Again, on tho 3d of July, General Meade dis-

patched as follows :
n: General Meade di-

rects me to say that the cnerav attacked U3 vigor-
ously yesterday and avos repulsed on all sides. Tho
conflict is apparently renewed to-d- ay and Ave luwo
retained our position. Should tho results of to-
day's operations cause the enemy to full back to-
wards the Potomac, which you Avould probably
learn by scouts nnd information from Hagcistown,
&c, before you would be udvised from here, he de-
sires that you will rcoccupy Harper's Ferry, and
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annoynnd harass him in his retreat. It maybe
possible for you now to annoy and cat his coti-municati-

wirli anycavalryor lipht marching in-
fantry you have. Of thi3yoi:canjnd;e. Ifthe result
of to-da- operations should be our own discom-
fiture and withdrawn, you are to look to "Washing-
ton and throw your force there for its protection.
You will be prepared for either of these conting-
encies should they arite.

Commnniwitesicopy of these instructions to the
General-in-Chi- ef for his information. Acknow-
ledge.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAL. BCTTKBFIEI.D.

Major-Gener- nl and Chief of Staff.
At Monocacy Junction the brigade guarded

the bridges over tho Monocacy, and the ap-
proaches from Nolan's and other ferries of the
Potomac, and kept open the line of comrauui-catio- u

hetAveon Washington and Meade's army.
Soon the news of a victory at Gettysburg flew

liko wildfire. Thero was, however, no time
for a Fourth of July celebration. All was ac-
tivity and vigilance, constant marching and
countermarching, posting of pickets and calling
them in again, and hourly expectation of some-
thing important to happen. During the after-
noon of the Itii the brigade was countermarched
back to its old bivouac on Eizcr's farm, west
of Frederick, on the Harper's Ferry road.

At re'eille, on tho morning of the 6th, when
the men paraded for roll call, they descried an
object swinging from tho limb ofa tree in an ad-
joining field. It was soon learned that ifc was
tho body of a Confederate spy, caught with
the evidences in his boots, and hung by
order of General John Bnford, who commanded
a brigade of Union caA'alry, which had arrived
during tho night from Gettysburg. The de--

1 ceased was easily recognized as a visitor to the
camps of the Maryland brigade on Maryland
and Bolivar Heights, offering varions small
articles for sale and getting ua ornamented
company rolls.

On tho afternoon of the Gth of Jnly, General
Kcnly was ordered to march with the First,
Fourth and Eighth regiments and Miner's In-
diana battery, to retake and occupy Maryland
Heights. Starting immediately, and making
a forced march, General Kenly reached Knox-vill- e

early next morning. It Avas here learned
that the enemy Avas in full possession of Har-
per's Ferry, aud engaged in repairing the rail-
road bridge, which had been partially destroyed
by ColeV cavalry the day previous, and that
they had been and were still employed in col-
lecting the ammunition and stores which Avere
left on the evacuation of the heights.

FIGHT AT irAP.YIAKD HEIGHTS.
Upon receiving this information General

Kenly pushed forward, and when the column
reached the mouth of Pleasant Valley, he de-

tached Lieuteuant-Colon- el Wilson, with tho
First Maryland, instructing him to ascend tlie
Heights hyAvay of the eastern slope, and to
carry and hold them.

General Kenly then moved with two com-
panies of the Fourth Maryland, followed by
the remainder of tho Fourth and Eighth regi-
ment, by the road leading along the canal.

As the advance guard neared the bridge they
found the road obstructed, and the enemy at
the same time opened upon them, a sharp fixe.
The advance immediately dashed forward in
gallant style, turned tlie point of the precipice
which abuts on tho road, aud, taking cover, by
their rapid firing soon materially lessened that
of their opponents. The balance of the com-

mand was then brought up the road and placed
in position on the western slopes of the moun-
tain. A section of Miner's battery AA-- also
placed in position on the point of the heights
overlooking Harper's Ferry, and a few well-direct- ed

shots soon dispersed a body of Con
federate cavalry which made its appearance on
Bolivar Heights.

About this time a detachment of troops, with
several pieces of light artillery mounted on an
iron-plate- d car, under command of Captain
William H. Boyle, of tho Pnrncll Legion,
which had been sent up from Baltimore by
Major-Gener- al Schenck, arrived and assisted
in silencing the Coufedererate sharp-shooter- s,

Avho were annoying the Federal column from
the Virginia side of tho river.

The heights gained, a picket line was at once
established, extending from tho river to Solo-

mon's Gap, and before dark several squads of
the enemy's cavalry catno doAvn the road from
Sharpsburg aud tho ShepherdstoAvn ferry; but
after remaining a short time, and being appar-
ently surprised at finding the position occupied
by Federal troops, they AvithdroAV.

The great importance of this movement may
bo moro fully appreciated on reading the fol-
lowing acknowledgment from General French:

ATRAUQUAKTEnS THIRD AlUIV COEFS.
Jaxuary 22, IS&i.

Brig.-Gc- n. Johtj R. ICesxy,
ComM'jc Third division. First Armv Corps.

Gexekai,; My sudden and unexpected transfer
to the command of the Third Army Corps pre-A'ent- ed

me from innkunr the reeoKiiitsou of the im-
portant services of yourself and the Maryland
brigade, under your conuaaxul, to Avhich you and
it are eminently entitled.

The fact that Maryland Heights had been rcoc-cupie-d,

after a forced march, surprising the enemy,
and compelling him to abandon the bridge-hea- d

and the heights, is a part of the hiatorv of the Get-
tysburg campaign of Avhicli you and" your troops
may be justly proud.

I am, Geueral, very truly, yours,
Wm. II. French,

Major-Gener- al Vols.
When General Kenly started from Federick

the Seventh Tegimcnt was on picket, and did
not accompany the brigade. As soon as the
Seventh Avas rolicA-c- d by its namesake the Sev-
enth New York militia, it marched back and
rejoined tho brigade on Maryland Heights. At
au-earl-

y hour on the 10th of July the brigade
left the heights in the care of tho Ninth and
Tonth Maryland regiments, Avhich had arrived
from Baltimore, and moved out through Pleas-
ant Valley, passing Locust Grove and Eohrers-
ville, to a point near Eoousboro', Avhero it
arrived at 9 p. m. Tho march was directly
toward the sound of cannon Avhich was heard
early in tho day. It was necessarily a forced
march, aud tho day becoming excessively hot
thero was much straggling from bheer exhaus-
tion. Men dragged themsolA'cs along until
they dropped down in their tracks.

Xexfc day tho brigade Avas assigned to the
First Corps and becamo the Third brigado of
its Third division. General John Newton com-
manded tho corps, General Kenly the division,
and Colonel Dushane, of the First regiment, the
brigade.

FIGIIT AT TXLUCSQ WATERS.

On the followiug day (July 12), abont noon,
the corps moved from Beaver Creek through
Funkstown, Avhich Lee's army had evacuated
in the morning, and took position fronting the
enemy's line, formed on tho south of tho town,
and extending from Falling Waters on tho
Potomac, along tho Salisbury IUdgc, to the
Couococheaque, six miles west of Hagorstown.

All this day tho rain poured and tho fields
wcro heavy Avith tho tenacious clay of this
limestono country, so that tho order "close
up, men; close up your files" was constantly
in tho mouth of every oflicer from colonel to
file-closer- s.

Suddenly tho sharp crack of rifles and whis-
tle of bullets indicated the immediate presence
of tho foe. Tho men of tho Maryland brigade
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closed np with a spring and formed in line.
Skirmishors were advanced across tho fields to-
wards the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown pike,
hold by the enemy, and a lively fire was keptup until after dark. Just about dark the brig-
ade skirmish line went forward with a rush
and cleared tho enemy out of Stover's hara
from which their fire had been somewhat an-
noying.

Skirmishing was renewed with 07Kghfcoi
tho 13th, and for somo time became qeUe brisk.
The skirmish line Avas gradually pushed, for-
ward uutil within easy point-blan- k raage oJ
the enemy's main works. The firing: of nun.
ketry was scattering but incessant until mid-
day, when the enemy opened with artillery
and fifed several rounds of spherical case shot
They put four shot into Stover's ham, bnfc hit
nobody. All day there was skirmishing and
some cannonading along tho whole line, hut na
severe fighting, although the tAVo armies wars
in close proximity.

I.KK BCKOS35S THE POTOMAC.
Daring the night it was evident to the piek.

ets on certain portions of the line that Lee was
withdraAving his army. Ono of the first to
disco-e- r this movement was a member of ths
First Maryland, who, about midnight stealth-
ily approached the enemy's ride-pit- a and found
them deserted. He at onco reported tha fact
to the officer in charge of the brigade picket
line, Major Faehtz, of tho Eighth regimen
who promptly communicated the intelrigenca
to tho division commander; and by him, was
directed to push forward his line as fitr as ho
could go. This was dontf forthwith, and tho
line advanced without opposition to within
ono mile of Williamsport, capturing twenty-nin- e

Confederate stragglera on the w&y.
Tho main body of the Confederate army was

already over tho Potomac, having: effected a
successful escape under cover of the night ; but
their rear guard was overtaken by Kilpatrick'a
cavalry, at Falling Waters, and severely pun-
ished. Meade's entire army was then put in
motion toward the river. The First Corps, fol-
lowing the Sixth, marched through the two
strong lines of earthworks just abandoned by
the enemy, the men of the Maryland brigade
noticing the fresh graves of a number of the
Confederates who fell in their front during the
tAvo days' skirmish. They also soon found
themselves traveling overground that was fa-
miliar as the scene of their operations in Sep-
tember, 1S62, and at night bivouacked near
Williamsport. For the First regiment this
was the fifth time ft had encamped in that vi--
cinity.

The next morning, the march wa3 resumed, --

and, passing through Smoketown, JCoedysville
and Eohrersville, the First Corps bivouacked
for the night at the foot of South Mountain,
near Crampton's Gap.

From Crampton's Gap, another day's march
brought the corps to a resting place between,
Petersville and Knoxville, tha Maryland brig-
ade bivouacking on Hilleary's farm. Here it
remained, refitting and geaerally,
until the lS&h, when the Corps crossed, the Po-
tomac at Berlin and marched through Lovetts-vill- e,

and bivouacked just outside-- of Water-for-d,

a neat and loyal little Quaker village.
From Waterferd the nest march was to-Ha-

ilton, where the Maryland brigade slept in Jun-ne- y's

woods.
Marching thence, on the 20th, via Middle-bur- g,

White Platn3, Warrenton, Warrenton,
Junction and Bealton Station, the brigade
finally reached Eappahannock Station on tho
1st of August, and crossing the rivar, threw up
intrenchments. Here the Gettysburg cam-
paign ended.

The Commander-m-Chle- f In Sew Xexico
Thomas Post, No. 21, of Las Vegas, N". M.,

tendered a reception on the night of the 23d
ult. at the Presbyterian church to Commander-in-Chi- ef

Van Dervoort and Surgeon-Gener- al

Dr. Azel Ames, Jr. Tlie members of Thoma3
Post assembled at their hall at 3 o'clock and
escorted the two distinguished comrades to tho
church, whore a good sized audience greeted
them. The exercises were opened by a song;
from the choir, " 3Iy Country 'tis of Thee."
Post Commander Fitzgorrell introduced tho
Commander-in-Chie- f, who spoke for an hour
aud a quarter. To say that his address was
listened to attentively, and was hearfeilv relished
by tho comrades and citizens present,wouhl be
but feebly expressing tho true sentimeacj of his
auditors. Paul Van Dervoort delivered an ad-
dress in eloquent, touching: and pathetic lan-
guage. His description of his prison life fer one
year at Andersonvilie was touching in the ex-
treme, and during its recital the tears trickled
down the cheeks of many of the noble comrades.
After liis address, 'farchinsr through anr."'was sung, after which Surgeon-Gener- al Ames
madoa few remarks. Dr.Amesisseerotaryofthe
American Public Health Association, and atnads
high in his profession. At the conclusion of
General Ames' address the audience AversfccQa.
introduced to the distinguished comrades, each
one shaking them by the hand. The Now
Mexican brass band was present and jtoyod
several choice selections. At the eoudasion of
tho reception, the members of Thonwts Psfc
marched to the Wiudsor hotel where a ample
of hours were spent most pleasantly. General
Van Dervodrfc complimented very
highly for their zeal and energy in the noble
work that they were doing in New Mexico, and
informed them that just as soon as six Post3
were organized in the Terriwry he would
establish the Department of New Mexico, which,
he hoped would be accomplished before tho
annual Encampment convened in Denver in
Julyv Comrades Van Dflrveort and Ames left
Las Vegas on tlie following day.

Preparing for the National Enjampmeat.
A meeting of representative cttizoes of Den-

ver was held on the 25th ult. to Usens3 tho
best Avay to entertain the Grand Army of tho
Republic at the forthcoming National Encamp-
ment in that city, and to consider the estimate
of Department Commander Stimson of the
amount of money needed. The $82,000 appro-
priated by the Legislature will be used exclu-
sively in transporting the Grand Army on ex-
cursions through the State. The meeting was
called to order by Secretary MarsbaD, of the
board of trade, and Hon. Wolfe Londoner se-
lected as i irman. A few minutes before pro-
ceedings began, General Paul Van Dervoort,
Commander-in-Chie- f of the Grand Army, ac-
companied by General Stimson, appeared and
was introduced to tho gentlemen. Upon being
called for a speech, General Van Dervoorfc said
ho was glad to meet upon an occasion of so
great importance some of the men who havo
made Colorado what it is and built up the beau-
tiful city of Denver. He said he had done all
he could to have the Grand Army in Denver.
Ho expected, without counting the members
east of the Mississippi, to havo 10,000 uniformed
men at the grand Encampment. Ho believed
that 25,000 citizens of Colorado would be a low
estimate. He had from all over the country
mot hundreds and thousands of people who ex-
pressed a determination to come. In addition,
he mentioned tho fact that many loyal women
would also come for thcpirrposooflefTectinga
uron of tho Ladies' Auxiliaries. Mr. Marshall
then read General Stixusoa's estimate, which
Avas $20,350. The veterans will be charged 1
per day for board. Tho meatinjr resulted ia
uiu upturn uuuti ui a commitrce oi jiiiie iu
operate with the G. A. 2. cominittw.
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